
As we close out the 2023 
school year, we (Mrs. 
Baumgarn and Mrs. Wil-
son) want to thank you for 
your partnership in your 
child’s education.  Our goal 
is to have Lakeland Ele-
mentary be a place where 
students are safe, loved, 
educated, and thrive.  We 
hope both you and your 
child feel that is true about 
your school. 

We are blessed to be a part 
of the Lakeland family and 
could not do what we do 
without the support and 
dedication of our staff, stu-
dents, and parents.    

Happy New Year, every-
one!  Let’s make 2024 an-
other great year. 

In order to keep our students 
and staff healthy, please re-
member:  

 If your child has a fever 
of 100°F or more, the 
child should stay home 
for at least 24 hours after 
the temperature returns 
to normal, without fever-
reducing medication. 

 If your child has vomited 

or has diarrhea, the 
child should not return 
to school until at least 
24 hours after the last 
episode. 

 If your child has an 
undiagnosed rash, 
please contact your 
health care provider 
before sending the 
child to school. 

If you have questions or 
concerns about sending 
your child to school due 
to illness, please contact 
the health office at your 
child's school. 

Student illness absences 
should be reported to the 
attendance line, (320)
263-5021. 

Happy New Year!! 

Healthy School Reminders 
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S c h o o l  
P h o n e   
N u m b e r s  

 Main Line:    
(320)263-5020 

 Attendance: 
( 320)263-5021 

 Nurse:            
(320)263-5014 

 Fax:                   
(320)263-5030 

 Cardinal Place: 
(320)263-5025 

 Palmer Bus:  
(320)382-6421 

 Willmar Bus: 
(320)235-2110 

 Woodlands    
Mobile Crisis       
Hotline:          
(800)432-8781 

S t a y        
C o n n e c t e d !  

 Lakeland Twitter 
@WillmarLake 

 Lakeland Remind  
@willlake 

 WPS Facebook   
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We asked our 

staff… “What 

do you like 

best about 

winter?” 

Mrs. L:  “The 
Snow! The trees 
covered in white 
or frost in the 
morning.” 

January is School Board 
Appreciation Month 

Come work at WPS! 

Character Word: Honesty 
Each month, students 

learn about one character 

word.  During the month 

of January, that word is 

HONESTY.   

Throughout the month, 

ask your child what he or 

she is learning about 

honesty and how  he or 

she is demonstrating it at 

school.   

As a parent/guardian, 

here are some ways you 

can help practice being 

honest at home: 

 Lead by example.  

Demonstrate honesty  

with your children. 

 Make honesty a posi-

tive focus in your 

family. 

 Praise your child 

when he/she is hon-

est  (especially when 

it was hard). 

 Engage in conversa-

tions with your child 

and really listen to 

the answers.  This 

will help them con-

fide in you about the 

tough stuff. 

 If you catch your 

child being dishon-

est, correct their mis-

takes and use it as a 

teachable moment. 

They govern our policies 

and oversee the district’s 

budget, curriculum, per-

sonnel, and facilities.   

January is School Board 

Appreciation Month, and 

we are appreciative for 

their service to our dis-

trict’s students, families, 

and staff.   They are a 

great group of people 

whose collective focus is 

making WPS a great 

place. 

If you know a school 

board member, reach out 

and tell him/her how 

thankful you are for their 

time.  If you don’t know 

one, their contact infor-

mation can be found on 

the district webpage.   

Seven members from our 

community make up our 

Willmar Public Schools 

School Board. 

This group is voted on by 

with residents of the 

school district.  When 

elected, they serve a term 

of four years and are able 

to continue running after 

their term ends.   

L a k e l a n d  E l e m e n t a r y  

Mrs. Lori: 
“The spar-
kle in kids’ 

eyes, the 
excitement 

of snow-
pant moun-

tain, and 
snow!” 

WPS Openings: 

Full and part time 

available  

Substitute  Teach-

er: Four year de-

gree required (any 

area)  

Substitute Paraprofes-

sional: High school di-

ploma or GED required  



WPS Student Survey for Grades 3-12 
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At Willmar Public Schools, 
we are committed to inspir-
ing and preparing all learners 
for their future in our com-
munity and the world. To do 
this, we must seek ways to 
improve the experiences for 
all students.  

In order to help us move for-
ward with helping each and 
every learner, we are seeking 
feedback from our students. 
Sometime between January 
10 - 24, students in grades 3-

12 will be asked to complete a 
brief survey asking them 
about their experiences in 
school.   

Having direct information 
from our students is critical 
for developing plans to im-
prove our schools. 

Students’ responses will be 
anonymous. Teachers or ad-
ministrators will never see 
individual responses to sur-
vey questions. Only summary 

level responses, such as the 
percentage of students who 
agree or disagree with a 
statement, will be reviewed. 

If you do not want your child 
to participate in the survey, 
please contact the main office 
at your child’s school. 

Barbara O’Connor’s book, 

How to Steal a Dog, tack-

les the issue of homeless 

and its impact on a family. 

As Georgina tries to find 

ways to help her single 

mother, she realizes there 

is a reward for a missing 

dog.  She hatches a plan 

“borrow” a dog and turn it 

in for the reward. 

Through her journey of 

self discovery, she under-

stands the importance of 

honesty and fixing one’s 

mistakes with integrity.   

This story is a good re-

As frustration turns to anger, 

the pair go for a walk.   While 

they are walking, they start 

to feel differently.  Walking 

by their previous attempts, 

she starts to see things are 

“right” about each previous 

attempt. 

With some perseverance and 

determination, along with 

using past ideas, the 

two set out to finalize 

their “Most Magnifi-

cent Thing”.  

The illustrations, also 

done by the author, 

capture the girl’s feel-

ings throughout her 

journey which add to 

enjoyment of this book. 

The Most Magnificent Thing, 

by Ashley Spires, is a fun sto-

ry about a girl and her dog. 

The girl and her “assistant” 

set out to make “the most 

magnificent thing”.   Frustra-

tion soon takes over as the 

thing does not look quiet 

right.   

Book Talk—Primary 

Book Talk—Intermediate 

“Kindness is 

like snow, it 

beautifies 

everything 

it covers.” 

--Kahlil 

Gibran 

minder of the importance 

of family, telling the truth, 

and working through hard 

times.   

It is at a fourth grade read-

ing level, so some students 

may need help to read it 

independently.  
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Report Cards Home   

2 Hour Late Start, K-

12th 
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February 6: No PreK 

February 13, 15, and 16: Parent/Teacher Conferences 

February 19: No School PreK-12 Students 

 

Upcoming Events...February 2024 


